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Community Forum 
Monday 14 December 2015 
 
 
The Community Forum commenced at 6.33pm and was held in the Council Foyer, 
62-64 Menangle Street, Picton 2571. 
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OPENING BY THE CHAIRPERSON 

 
The Chairperson, Cr Hannan opened the Community Forum at 6.33pm.  The 
Chairperson welcomed all those in attendance at the Community Forum.  The 
Chairperson introduced the Mayor, Cr Landow Councillors, the General 
Manager and Directors to the Community Forum participants. 
 
The Chairperson stated that the electronic recording of the Community Forum 
and the use of electronic media during the proceedings is not permitted 
including such devices as laptops, mobile phones, tape recorders and video 
cameras.  The Chairperson requested that participants switch off their mobile 
phones. 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
The Chairperson acknowledged the Traditional Custodians of the Land: 
 
I would like to pay my respect and acknowledge the traditional custodians of 
the land on which this meeting takes place, and also pay respect to Elders 
both past and present. 
 
 

PRESENT 
 
Councillors: Landow (Mayor), Hannan, B Banasik, Mitchell, Amato and M 
Banasik. 
 
 

ALSO PRESENT 
 
General Manager, Director Planning, Director Infrastructure and Environment 
and one Administration Officer. 
 
 

APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors: Gibbs, Law and Terry. 
 
An apology was noted for the Executive Director Community Services and 
Corporate Support. 
 
 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
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FORMAL COMMUNITY FORUM MATTERS 
 
GOVERNANCE 

TRIM 5374-2 
 

1. Audit Committee 
 
The Chair of the Audit Committee, Mr Michael Muston gave the following 
PowerPoint presentation: 
 

 
Voting Members 
Mr Michael Muston (Chair) 
Mr Andrew Hanigan 
Ms Julie Walton OAM 
Cr Simon Landow 
Cr Hilton Gibbs 

Attendees 
General Manager 
Directors 
Internal Auditor 
Various Managers 
Others as required 
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• Parks and Gardens Audit 
– Council has in place a generally good structure and process for the 

maintenance and operations of the Council’s network of public open spaces 
supported by competent and experienced staff. 

 
• Payroll 
– Council has policies and procedures which support its human resource 
function.  Employee Relations has skilled and experienced staff who efficiently 
manages timesheets; entitlements and the employee master records. 
 
• On-site Sewage Management 
– Council oversees the highest number of on-site sewage management facilities 
of any Council in New South Wales.  Its “On-site Sewage Management Strategy” 
and functions are managed by skilled and experienced staff. 
– Council has sound processes in place for receipting of fees and inspections of 
on-site facilities prior to the issue of approvals to operate.  Council has policies and 
procedures to support the operations of the on-site sewage management function. 
 
• Section 94 and VPA  
– Council has in place a generally sound system and process for the oversight 
of Section 94 Developer Contributions including levying and collection.  This 
includes systems to ensure that contributions are received before the release of 
subdivision and/or construction certificates. 
– Council has developed a Planning Agreements Policy which was adopted by 
Council on 19 October 2015.  A draft Planning Agreements Procedures Guideline 
has been developed to support the Policy for use by Council staff. 
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The Chairperson called for questions from the floor.  There were no questions. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

TRIM 2089 
 

2. RFS Presentation 
 
David Stimson from the Southern Highlands Rural Fire Service provided the 
community with information on the expected bushfire year in Wollondilly Shire in 
order for the community to prepare. 
 
Mr Stimson advised that as of 3pm today there had been 33 incidents which the 
community was unlikely to be aware of and noted the following: 
 
 Major fire broke out in the Hawkesbury LGA which has burnt out 2331 

hectares – started through lighting strike.  Resources include 387 fire-fighters, 
179 fire vehicles, 79 volunteer fire-fighters and 69 specialist fire-fighters 

 Fire at O’Connell near Oberon where one property has been lost.  
 
Mr Stimson alerted residents to the concern with grass fires with big changes to fuel 
loads and how quickly the grass load has cured off (dried) of late.  He noted that 
grass fires can run very quickly and highlighted a fire he attended in Victoria last 
year where the fire travelled 18km in 15 mins.   
 
An explanation of the impacts of El Nino was also given.  Mr Stimson stated the 
current El Nino weather is the worst we have had in over 10 years.  El Nino results 
in higher than average temperatures and lower than average rainfall.  He added that 
the curing of grasslands indicates that any rain we have had recently is not making 
much difference.  The modelling the RFS has, indicates things will get worse. 
 
Two maps depicting bushfire prone land in Wollondilly were shown.  He advised that 
bushfire prone land is land deemed able to carry and maintain fire.  The maps 
showed a very high area of bush fire prone land in Wollondilly. 
 
The residents were challenged with the following:  
 
1.  Know your risk 

 
2. Do you know your fire danger rating? 

 
Mr Stimson advised that today’s rating is VERY HIGH.  He explained that the 
higher the rating, the higher the risk.  Once beyond high to severe, a total fire 
ban is declared.  Anything higher is declared catastrophic, and the 
recommendation is that you leave your home and go somewhere safer. 
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Several sources of information were noted including the RFS signs/dials that 
give you the current rating; the Fires NSW website www.fires.nsw.gov.au and 
the “Fires Near Me” App which is available for download and also provides 
ratings. 
 
Mr Stimson gave an overview of the 2013 fires and the “Watch and Act Alerts”, 
which were given to indicate the level of risk that a fire posed.  He noted the 
Balmoral fire which in a short space of time was threatening Yanderra.  He 
advised that the announcements were along the lines of “This is the NSW 
Rural Fire Service.  This is an emergency warning and you should do this 
now.” 
 
Mr Stimson urged people to know your alerts and detailed the following: 
 
 Alerts can be sent to you through SMS or through your home phone 
 Alerts give you a message 
 ‘Shelter in Place’ means you can’t leave your home, you can’t go 

anywhere you must stay in your home even if deemed not safe to stay 
there. 

 
Bushfire survival plans were offered to the participants and Mr Stimson 
requested people to go home tonight and learn the relevant information.  Fill 
out the bushfire plan and also sit down with your families and have a 
conversation as not every situation fits everyone all the time. 
 
The Hall Road Fire of 2013 was used as an example where it was Sept/Oct 
and year 12 students were home studying for HSC.  When fire started to 
threaten, the students home alone did not know what to do and the research 
has shown that: 
 
1. PEOPLE ARE NOT sitting down at home and having a conversation.  One 

size fits all does not work – what about if your kids are at home alone?  
What about your pets? 
 

2. Less than 10% of people affected by the Halls Road fire had done a 
bushfire plan.  Very Important! 

 
Have the conversation: 
 
Prepare 
 

 Prepare your property – clean gutters, rake and trim leaves 
 Prepare your family so they are fully conscious of what it is like to be in 

a home when a fire comes through. 
 
If you are not up to it psychologically and not physically capable to stay 
then you must leave.  The RFS will not tell you when to leave it is your 
responsibility to prepare yourself and make those decisions as to if you will 
leave or stay and when you will leave. 

http://www.fires.nsw.gov.au/
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Mr Stimson asked the audience if anyone knew where the Neighbourhood 
Safer Place is in Picton, Bargo or Tahmoor.  Nobody was able to identify 
where the Neighbourhood Safer Place was in every village.  
 
He asked people to please find out where the neighbourhood safer place is 
in their village.  Don’t make your Neighbourhood Safer Place part of your 
plan.  Know where it is in case your plan fails.   Also be aware that there is 
nothing there it is simply a place that is deemed safer in the area but there 
will be no fire fighters there etc. 
 
Mr Stimson took a number of questions from the floor on the night. 
 
The Chairperson thanked Mr Stimson for his presentation.  
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COMMUNITY QUESTION/STATEMENT TIME 

 
In accordance with Council’s adopted Community Forum Guidelines matters 
must be submitted on the Community Forum Question/Statement Form in 
order to be addressed.  The Record of Proceedings will only record the name 
of the person raising the Question/Statement, whom they are representing and 
the matter/item discussed.  Any additional documentation handed in on the 
night will be noted in the Record of Proceedings.  No verbal comments from 
the speaker will be documented. 
 
A copy of all questions submitted by the cut off time is given to Councillors for 
their consideration regardless of whether they are addressed during the 
night’s proceedings. 
 
The Chairperson announced the next part of the Community Forum is 
Community Question/Statement Time.  The Chairperson stated that 
Community Question/Statement Time is for matters that relate to items in 
Council’s Ordinary Meeting Agenda.  Reports are written by Council officers 
and reflect the views of the applicants’ proposal, community views, legal 
aspects and where appropriate, comments.   
 
All questions must be submitted in writing by 12 noon on the day of the Forum 
and there will be 2 speakers for and against a matter with a maximum of 5 
minutes for each speaker.   
 
The Chairperson reinforced that Community Forums are to provide information 
and to allow comment and are not a debate night.  The Chairperson asked 
that speakers address the Chairperson and Councillors on all occasions, 
confine remarks to the subject matter and avoid casting personal reflections 
on individuals. 
 
The Chairperson announced that the General Manager, Mr Luke Johnson 
would outline each Agenda item from the Executive Summary within Councils 
current business paper to assist in helping those present understand matters 
raised throughout the proceedings. 
 

DD010.2015.00000526.001P2 
 

Ques 1 John Gay representing Help Save Appin Inc. 
Matter raised PE1 – DA for 28 Lots at Appin and Macquariedale Roads, 
Appin. 
 
Mr Gay addressed the Forum. 
 
 
Additional documentation was handed in by Mr Gay on the night. 
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DD010.2015.00000526.001P2 

 
Ques 2 Gerry Beasley representing Walker Corporation.  

Matter raised PE1 – DA for 28 Lots at Appin and Macquariedale Roads, 
Appin. 
 
Mr Beasley addressed the Forum. 
 
 
Additional documentation was handed in by Mr Beasley on the night. 
 
Cr Mitchell and the General Manager responded to questions on PE1 on the 
night. 
 
 

DD010.2013.00000411.001 
 

Ques 3 Arthur Ilias and Ian Doyle representing Bingara Gorge Project/Lendlease 
Communities. 
Matter raised PE5 – Completion of 18 Hole Golf Course at Bingara Gorge.  
 
Mr Doyle addressed the Forum. 
 
 

TRIM 7392-2 
 

Ques 4 Tracey Hoggarth-Green representing Self.  
Matter raised IN4 – Status Report and Project Directions on the Bargo RFS 
Project. 
 
Ms Hoggarth-Green addressed the Forum. 
 
 
The General Manager and the Director Infrastructure responded to Ms 
Hoggarth-Green’s questions on the night. 
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INFORMAL QUESTION/STATEMENT TIME 

 
No informal questions/statements were received. 
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CONCLUSION AND INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS 

 
The participants were thanked for their attendance at the Community Forum, 
for the feedback provided and for the interest shown in the matters discussed.   
 
The Chairperson advised that the next Community Forum is proposed for 
Monday 8 February 2016.  Participants were invited to partake in tea and 
coffee and to speak openly to Councillors about any matter they wish to raise. 
 
The Chairperson wished everyone a safe and happy Christmas and stated 
that she looked forward to seeing them all back here in the New Year.  
 
 
 
The Community Forum closed at 7.40pm. 
 
 
 
About 30 people present. 
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YOUR COUNCILLORS 
 
EEaasstt  WWaarrdd   
Cr B (Benn) Banasik Mobile: 0434 832 636 
 Email: benn.banasik@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 
  
Cr R (Ray) Law Mobile: 0427 901 275 
 Email: ray.law@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 
 
Cr K (Kate) Terry Mobile: 0439 665 149 
 Email: kate.terry@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 
 
CCeennttrraall  WWaarrdd  
 
Cr L (Lou) Amato Mobile: 0439 451 143 
 Email: lou.amato@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 
 
Cr M W (Michael) Banasik Mobile: 0425 798 068 
 Email: michael.banasik@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 
   
Cr C A C (Col) Mitchell Mobile: 0418 265 006 
 Email: col.mitchell@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 
 
NNoorrtthh  WWaarrdd  
 
Cr H (Hilton) Gibbs Mobile: 0439 299 749 
Deputy Mayor Email: hilton.gibbs@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 
 
Cr J A (Judith) Hannan Mobile: 0414 557 799 
  Email: judith.hannan@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 
 
Cr S (Simon) Landow Mobile: 0415 406 719 
Mayor Email: simon.landow@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:benn.banasik@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au
mailto:ray.law@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au
mailto:kate.terry@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au
mailto:lou.amato@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au
mailto:michael.banasik@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au
mailto:col.mitchell@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au
mailto:hilton.gibbs@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au
mailto:judith.hannan@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au
mailto:simon.landow@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au
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COMMUNITY FORUM DATES 
 
Community Forums will generally be held on the second Monday of each month and will 
commence at 6.30pm except in the case of a public holiday when it will be held on the 
second Tuesday. 
 
 
Community Forum dates for 2016 will be available after adoption at the Ordinary Council 
Meeting to be held on Monday 21 December 2014. 
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