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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The purpose of this report is to inform Council of Wollondilly's 
participation in the Sydney Peri-Urban Network of Local Councils 
(SPUN).  
 

 Council’s participation has resulted in the development and 
implementation of objectives and terms of reference for the Network and 
the development of the 2015 Sydney Peri-Urban Network (SPUN) 
Action Plan. 
 

 SPUN has become a platform for Peri-Urban Councils to share 
knowledge and good practice, strengthen the strategic capacity of Local 
Government through regional resource sharing and the development 
and implementation of solution focused initiatives.  

 
 It is recommended that Council note the work that the Sydney Peri-

Urban Network (SPUN) has completed to date and continues to support 
and be a member of SPUN.  

 
 It is also recommended that Council endorses the 2015 Sydney Peri-

Urban Network (SPUN) Action Plan and this plan be considered in 
Councils Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework, through the 
Community Strategic Plan review process and the Wollondilly Issues 
Paper. 

 
REPORT 

The Future Directions for NSW Local Government – 20 Essential Steps, 
released by the Independent Local Government Review Panel in April 2013, 
highlighted the need to strengthen the strategic capacity of Local Government 
through regional resource sharing and managing the PeriUrban fringe issues.  
 
The Peri-Urban areas are currently undergoing dramatic change, bringing 
significant growth and opportunities however these opportunities are not 
without their challenges. The Future Directions paper identified Wollondilly 
Shire Council as having a specialised role in managing the peri-urban fringe 
and as a response to this, Wollondilly Shire Council invited other Peri-Urban 
Councils to join in a partnership to develop and implement a Sydney Local 
Government Peri-Urban Group of Councils. 
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The intent of this partnership and networking has been to develop better 
relationships, greater understanding to manage conflicts and develop tailor-
made policies and solution focused initiatives for issues impacting upon Peri-
Urban areas. The network has been and continues to be, an advocate for 
broader understanding and awareness of the challenges communities in NSW 
Peri-Urban areas are facing. 
 
Peri-Urban areas form belts of non-urban land fringing metropolitan centres 
that are often neither fully urban nor rural, contain important natural 
resources, remnant biodiversity and significant landscapes. These areas are 
important for agriculture and recreation and attract diverse populations of 
people.  
 
Peri-Urban areas have resilient landscapes that are capable of withstanding 
potential environmental and socio-economic shocks and can provide effective 
strategies and opportunities vital to the resilience of the metropolitan and 
greater area of Sydney.   
 
An inaugural meeting of the Sydney Local Government Peri-Urban Group of 
Councils, hosted by Wollondilly Shire Council, occurred on 19 September 
2013. As a result twelve (12) Councils on the periphery of the Sydney 
Metropolitan Area formed The Sydney Peri-Urban Network of Councils 
(SPUN). The Network includes the following Councils: 
 
• Wingecarribee  Wollondilly 
• Camden   - Shellharbour 
• Gosford   - Shoalhaven 
• Hawkesbury  - The Hills Shire 
• Hornsby   - Penrith 
• Kiama   - Blue Mountains. 
 
Currently 1.19 million people live in our SPUN member Council areas and this 
is expected to grow significantly into the future.  
 
A Terms of Reference for the Network was agreed to at the September 2013 
meeting and are as follows: 
 
Sydney Peri-Urban Network of Councils (SPUN) - TERMS OF REFERENCE: 
 
 Advocating recognition for peri-urban areas across NSW in State and 

Federal policy making.  There is a need for legislative reform and policy 
recognition as urban doesn’t stop and rural start. There is a mediating 
role between rural and urban.  

 Acting as a platform for peri-urban regions to share knowledge and 
good practice. 

 Building partnerships and resource sharing initiatives. 
 Promoting connections and productive cross-fertilisation between 

networks and existing projects.  
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 Developing the economic potential of peri-urban areas. 
 Ensuring long term viability for peri-urban agricultural and horticultural 

production – promoting short food chains and production which 
enhances regional identity. 

 Achieving sustainably managed open space, which conserves local 
landscapes (including peri-urban forests and wood-lands), takes 
account of local biodiversity and provides access and recreation. 

 Improving multi-functional land use with strengthening of infrastructure. 
 Improving resilience to climate change in peri-urban areas. 
 
Since September 2013, SPUN has been meeting on a quarterly basis 
implementing the objectives and terms of reference for the Network, 
establishing many good partnerships with academics at various universities. 
 
SPUN has become a platform for Peri-Urban Councils to share knowledge 
and good practice, strengthening the strategic capacity of Local Government 
through regional resource sharing and solution focused initiatives.  SPUN has 
also become a strong advocate for a broader understanding and awareness 
of the challenges communities in NSW Peri-Urban areas are facing and has 
had an impact in resilience planning particularly in relation to climate change 
initiatives. One major achievement for the Network has been a partnership 
with the Institute of Sustainable Futures (UTS) for a climate change project 
that has attracted State Government funding of $77,500. SPUN has been the 
lead partner to implement a food shed mapping research project in the Peri-
Urban areas. 
 
The Minister for Planning, the Hon. Rob Stokes, has also consulted with the 
Network regarding Peri-Urban issues and subsequently the Department of 
Planning have included PeriUrban issues in Metropolitan and District Planning 
as well as Regional Growth and Infrastructure Plans. There is starting to be a 
greater recognition for Peri-Urban areas across NSW in State and Federal 
policy making. 
 
A discussion and issues paper has been developed by SPUN (provided under 
separate cover) to consider a strategic direction and as a result of this the 
Network developed the 2015 Sydney Peri-Urban Network (SPUN) Action Plan 
(Attachment 1). 
 
The Action Plan identifies the key issues confronted by Peri-Urban areas and 
outlines why these areas are so valuable.  
 
The SPUN Action Plan identifies three (3) interrelated priority themes for 
action and they are: 

 Value the peri-urban – better recognition and understanding of 
value and significance 

 Framework for Protection – legislation, policy settings and other 
innovative mechanisms 

 Knowledge – evidence based decisions and approaches. 
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The diagram following illustrates the interconnectedness of these three (3) 
themes. A new framework for protection and management can only be 
achieved if the value of these lands is understood and widely recognised, and 
both of these themes are in turn dependent on sound knowledge. 
 

 
 
CONSULTATION 
Consultation has been undertaken with Council's Executive and management 
team and the twelve (12) SPUN member Councils.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
This matter has no financial impact on Council’s adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. 2015 Sydney Peri-Urban Network (SPUN) Action Plan 
2. Sydney Peri-Urban Network Issues Paper (to be provided under 

separate cover) 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council note the work that the Sydney Peri-Urban Network (SPUN) 
has completed to date and continues to support and be a member of 
SPUN. 
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2. That Council endorses the 2015 Sydney Peri-Urban Network (SPUN) 

Action Plan and this plan be considered in Council’s Integrated Planning 
and Reporting Framework through the Community Strategic Plan review 
process. 

 
3. That Peri-Urban issues be included as Tier one Advocacy issue in the 

Wollondilly Issues Paper. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 - 7702 – 16 MAY 2016  
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