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IN2 Master Plan for Douglas Park Sportsground 

272884 TRIM 4815 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The draft master plan has been developed to provide a structured 
approach for ongoing improvements to the Douglas Park Sportsground, 
which aligns with the Open Space, Recreation & Community Facilities 
Strategy 2014; and security for seeking funding and grants.  The master 
plan will allow the community to see how the site will look and the types 
of recreational activities that will be provided for over the next 10 years. 

 
 The draft master plan was placed on public exhibition from 1 to 28 June 

2016, using a variety of engagement techniques.  The feedback that 
was received was taken into consideration and the recommended 
master plan prepared accordingly.  
 

 The key feedback received during the exhibition period included: 

 retaining a separate public toilets block 
 retaining the existing car parking capacity 
 retaining the tennis courts in their current location and construct 

an additional court (3 courts in total) 
 maintain vehicular access to the field for equipment set up 
 not constructing a skate park at Douglas Park Sportsground 
 retain the long jump pits on the inside perimeter of the field fence 
 provide storage space for the Little Athletics Club equipment 
 move the proposed older children's playground from the southern 

end of the field. 
 

 The revised master plan mostly aligns to the input that was received 
and is considered to be a beneficial outcome for the user groups, 
residents and the site itself.  The master plan also recommends a broad 
staging approach, based on community feedback on priorities, for the 
improvements, as funding becomes available. 
 

 This report recommends that:  

 That Council note the Draft Master Plan for Douglas Park 
Sportsground - Consultation Report 

 That Council adopt the revised Master Plan for Douglas Park 
Sportsground  

 That Council explores grant funding opportunities and considers 
the staged implementation of the Master Plan for Douglas Park 
Sportsground in future budget considerations 

 That Council write to those who provided feedback during the 
public exhibition period for the Draft Master Plan for Douglas Park 
Sportsground, thanking them for their input. 
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REPORT 

BACKGROUND 
Douglas Park Sportsground is an important community recreation space 
located on the corner of Camden Road and Douglas Park Drive, Douglas 
Park.  
 
The location offers a variety of active recreational opportunities including 
football (soccer), tennis, netball, little athletics and dog agility competitions. 
Passive recreational opportunities include informal BMX riding, basketball, 
walking and community activities within the Community Centre. 
 
The Douglas Park Sportsground 355 Management Committee currently 
manages the facility and has maintained an active and effective role in 
enhancing the facility to meet user group needs.  
 
In 2012 the Douglas Park Sportsground 355 Management Committee 
obtained external grant funding towards two projects: 

 the installation of a multipurpose court; and 
 the construction of a skate park at Douglas Park Sportsground.  
 
These projects were the subject of a community engagement process in 
September to October 2012.  The feedback that was received indicated that 
the community favoured the installation of a multipurpose court; however, they 
opposed the construction of a skate park. 
 
Subsequently, Council resolved at its meeting of 17 December 2012, to 
approve the installation of the proposed multipurpose court and defer the 
provision of a skate park until a recreation needs analysis be undertaken. 
 
Following the Council resolution, works proceeded on the installation of a 
multipurpose court and Council engaged consultancy, Clouston Associates, to 
develop a draft master plan for Douglas Park Sportsground.  The draft master 
plan was prepared in late 2013; however, the project was not finalised due to 
competing Council priorities.  
 
During the course of 2014-2015, Council continued to receive requests from 
user groups seeking Council's approval of external grant applications to fund 
a variety of improvements at Douglas Park Sportsground.  
 
In November 2015 and following the receipt of a request from the Douglas 
Park Little Athletics Club to construct a new storage facility at the 
Sportsground that could have severely constrained other desired 
embellishments that the grounds, Council placed a hold on the development 
of any new facilities at the Sportsground until such time as a master plan be 
adopted by Council. 
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Subsequently, Council engaged Clouston Associates to revisit the 2013 draft 
master plan for Douglas Park Sportsground and consider the context of 
broader use and growth for the area in order to minimise ad hoc planning 
such that improvements to the Sportsground could proceed in an orderly and 
prioritised manner, as funding becomes available.  
 
In June 2016 Council placed a draft master plan for Douglas Park 
Sportsground on public exhibition and this report outlines the engagement 
process, the feedback received and recommends Council adopt a revised 
master plan going forward. 
 
CONSULTATION 
A draft master plan for Douglas Park Sportsground was placed on public 
exhibition from 1 June – 28 June 2016 to obtain feedback on the community’s 
priorities for the space, enabling Council to plan and implement improvements 
to the reserve over the long term.  
 
Council engaged a number of engagement methods for the public exhibition 
of the draft master plan to ensure that a wide range of key stakeholders were 
aware of the draft master plan and to provide opportunities for people to have 
their say. 
 
For further information about the engagement methods used, please see 
Attachment 1: Draft Master Plan for Douglas Park Sportsground - 
Consultation Report. 
 
Presentation to 355 Management Committee 
Consultants from Clouston Associates gave a presentation to the Douglas 
Park Sportsground 355 Management Committee on the draft master plan for 
Douglas Park Sportsground on Tuesday 21 June 2016 at Council’s 
Administration Building.  
 
A total of 15 people attended the presentation, which was combined with a 
presentation on the draft master plan for Wilton Recreation Reserve. A total of 
9 of the 15 attendees were in attendance specifically for the draft master plan 
for Douglas Park Sportsground, however more than 9 of the attendees 
contributed to the discussion. 
 
Notes were taken during the presentation and key feedback was provided by 
the 355 Committee members throughout the course of the evening. This was 
later supported by written submissions provided to Council by the Douglas 
Park Sportsground 355 Management Committee. 
 
The outcomes of the Presentation to the 355 Management Committee are 
detailed in Attachment 1: Draft Master Plan for Douglas Park Sportsground - 
Consultation Report. 
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Online Survey 
During the exhibition period, stakeholders were encouraged to complete an 
online survey consisting of 7 questions relating to their demographics, park 
utilisation and ideas on the draft master plan. 
 
A total of 14 surveys were completed via Council’s Engagement portal, 
Engage.Wollondilly.  
 
An analysis of the survey results is provided in Attachment 1: Draft Master 
Plan for Douglas Park Sportsground - Consultation Report. 
 
Engagement Kiosk 
An onsite engagement kiosk was held at Douglas Park Sportsground on 
Saturday 25 June 2016 from 9am – 11am and approximately 22 people 
attended the kiosk.  
 
Kiosk attendees were encouraged to complete a survey either through a hard 
copy available at the kiosk or online via Council’s website. Attendees were 
also asked to provide their feedback by writing what they did not like as well 
as what they did like on large hard copies of the draft master plan.  
 
The feedback that was received from the engagement kiosk including the 
scanned copies of the marked up draft master plans are provided in 
Attachment 1: Draft Master Plan for Douglas Park Sportsground - 
Consultation Report. 
 
Open Submissions 
Using Council’s online community engagement portal, those stakeholders 
who could not attend the engagement kiosk were able to provide feedback 
either electronically or in writing. Council received feedback from 3 
stakeholders via direct correspondence, as well as another 2 late 
submissions. 
 
Details on the open submissions that were received are provided in 
Attachment 1: Draft Master Plan for Douglas Park Sportsground - 
Consultation Report. 
 
Key Issues 
The following table identifies the key issues with the draft master plan, as 
identified by the user groups and wider community during the public exhibition 
period.  A response is provided to each of the issues, within the 'Outcome' 
column. 
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Moving Forward 
The feedback that was provided during the public exhibition process for the 
draft master plan for Douglas Park Sportsground, has been carefully 
considered and the recommended draft master plan prepared in response. 
 
As detailed in the above table, the key aspects of the draft master plan that 
were identified by stakeholders as requiring review, have been amended and 
are largely in favour of their expressed desires. 
 
Post Exhibition Presentation to 355 Management Committee 
Clouston Associates presented the revised master plan to the Douglas Park 
355 Management Committee on 20 July 2016. The response received from 
the Committee after reviewing the revised master plan was one of general 
satisfaction and appreciation that Council had taken their feedback on board, 
amending the plan accordingly where appropriate.   
 
It is now proposed that Council adopt the revised master plan for Douglas 
Park Sportsground and work towards achieving a staged implementation of 
the master plan as proposed in Attachment 2: Revised Master Plan for 
Douglas Park Sportsground Presentation Report prepared by Clouston 
Associates. 
 
The proposed implementation of the master plan involves 4 stages: 
 
Stage 1A  
 Configuration and formalising car parking to maximise capacity 
 New storage facility for the storing of the Little Athletics Club 

equipment and adjoining new tennis clubhouse facility 
 Completion of terracing extension adjoining Community Centre 
 Demolition of existing public toilet block and construction of new 

public toilets with spectator shelter adjacent to multipurpose court. 
 
Stage 1B  
 General field upgrade including stormwater, fencing, ancillary fixtures 

and long jump 
 Formalising and extending the BMX track  
 Relocation of second tennis court  
 Relocation of small children's playground to southern side of 

Community Centre and establishment of a larger children's 
playground on northern side of Community Centre. 

 
Stage 2 
 Terraced seating area with skate/scooter friendly elements. 

 
Stage 3 
 Connectivity improvements to north and south of the Sportsground.  
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The total cost for the implementation of the proposed master plan is estimated 
at $3.46 million (2016 $), noting the master plan is a 10 year plan and 
proposes the staged implementation of works. 
 
At this stage, no funding has been allocated for the implementation of the 
master plan and it is suggested that funding be considered in future budget 
considerations as well as pursuing external grant funding opportunities when 
available. 
 
Adoption of the master plan will also enable for fund raising activities for user 
grounds and the 355 Committee as well as pursuing external funding or grant 
opportunities.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft Master Plan for Douglas Park Sportsground - Consultation Report. 
2. Concept Master Plan for Douglas Park Sportsground. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council note the Draft Master Plan for Douglas Park Sportsground 
- Consultation Report. 

 
2. That Council adopt the revised Master Plan for Douglas Park 

Sportsground. 
 
3. That Council explores grant funding opportunities and considers the 

staged implementation of the Master Plan for Douglas Park 
Sportsground in future budget considerations. 

 
4. That Council write to those who provided feedback during the public 

exhibition period for the Draft Master Plan for Douglas Park 
Sportsground, thanking them for their input. 
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