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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The Draft Onsite Sewage Management Policy was reported to the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council on 16 May 2016. 

 Council resolved to place the Draft Onsite Sewage Management Policy 
on public exhibition for twenty-eight (28) days with a submission period 
of fourteen (14) days following the expiration of the exhibition period. 

 The Draft Onsite Sewage Management Policy was placed on public 
exhibition and at the time of writing this report two submissions were 
received.  These changes related to a name change for the Department 
of Health and the renaming of a Health Guideline.  These changes are 
documented in a table annexed. 

 It is recommended that the draft On-Site Sewage Management System 
& Greywater Reuse Policy be adopted by Council, subject to these 
minor amendments. 

 
REPORT 

Council's "Onsite Sewage Management Policy" (PLA 0033) was adopted in 
May 2011. The Policy outlines the design criteria to achieve sustainable on-
site sewage management practices within the Shire. The Policy serves to 
inform assessment officers and residents as to the criteria, relevant legislation 
and guidelines for the design and installation of suitable systems. 
 
Whilst the Policy does not include any new requirements it has been 
significantly rewritten in accordance with Council’s Plain English initiative.  
The revised document now flows in a consistent format making it easier to 
understand and use. These changes are detailed in Attachment 1 to this 
report. 
 
CONSULTATION 
The Policy was rewritten in accordance with comments by Council’s risk 
assessment auditor, Inconsult Pty Ltd. Consultation has also been undertaken 
with the Manager Compliance, Manager Development and relevant State 
Agencies, other Council’s and waste water consultants. The following is a list 
of agencies/consultants/Council’s consulted: 
 
 Harris environmental consulting 
 SEEC Consulting 
 Harvest Wastewater 
 Envirotech 
 Bio septic 
 Septic solutions 
 Envirocycle NSW 
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 Sydney catchment authority  
 Georges river combined councils 
 Hawkesbury Nepean management authority 
 Camden Council 
 Wingecarribee Council 
 Liverpool Council 
 NSW Health 
 Highland Tanks. 

 
The document was circulated to Council’s assessment team for review with 
appropriate comments included in the Draft Policy.  
 
The Draft Onsite Sewage Management Policy was placed on Public 
Exhibition. At the time of writing this report two submissions were received 
requesting minor changes to the Department and document reference used in 
the draft Policy.  These changes are shown in the table below:   
 

Location Previous Wording New Wording Reasoning 
 Section 4 -  
Guidelines 

Department of 
Health  

Ministry of 
Health  

The Department 
of Health have 
become the 
Ministry of Health. 

Section 6 - 
Related 
documents  

Septic Tank and 
Collection Well 
Accreditation 
Guidelines, NSW 
Health (2001) 

Sewage 
Management 
Facility Vessel 
Accreditation 
Guideline, 
NSW (2016) 

This document 
has recently been 
updated. 

 
Any further submissions received will be tabled and incorporated in the report. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
This matter has no financial impact on Council’s adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Summary of proposed Changes Table  
2. Draft Onsite Sewage Management Policy  
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adopt the Draft On-Site Sewage Management System & 
Greywater Reuse Policy. 
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