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GO5 Adoption of Amended Gifts and Benefits Policy 

256 TRIM 1693 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The Gifts and Benefits Policy has been reviewed and amendments have 
been made to provide greater clarity in relation to the acceptance of 
gifts and benefits. 
 

 It is recommended that the amended Gifts and Benefits Policy be 
adopted. 

 
REPORT 

The Gifts and Benefits Policy is designed for Councillors, Council Staff and 
delegates (Council Representatives) to ensure that offers of Gifts and Benefits 
from the community, businesses and professional clientele are managed 
appropriately. 
 
The Gifts and Benefits Policy requires Council Representatives to declare all 
offers of Gifts and Benefits regardless of the value of the gift or benefit or 
whether the gift or benefit was accepted or declined.  The acceptance of 
money is strictly prohibited. 
 
Gifts and Benefits need to be managed effectively as there are a range of 
negative consequences for both Council Representatives and the Council 
itself.  The Gifts and Benefits Policy clearly states that if a gift could influence 
the recipient’s performance in his or her official function then it should not be 
accepted, if these are not declared. 
 
The General Manager has an obligation under the Independent Commission 
Against Corruption (ICAC) to inform the commission about matters that may 
concern corrupt conduct including bribery. 
 
CONSULTATION 
Guidelines issued by the ICAC have been used as a basis for amendments 
made to the Gifts and Benefits Policy.  Wollongong City Council's adopted 
Policy was also used to gather more information for the amendments to this 
policy. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
This matter has no financial impact on Council’s adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
1. Summary of Changes - Gifts and Benefits Policy 
2. Amended Gifts and Benefits Policy 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the amended Gifts and Benefits Policy be adopted. 
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256 TRIM 111 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has published the latest 
figures for the payment of expenses and the provision of facilities for 
Mayors and Councillors for Councils in NSW. 
 

 The Councillor’s Fees, Expenses & Facilities Policy has been amended 
in order to reflect current Councillor’s Fee arrangements for Councillors. 

 
 It is recommended: 

 
1. That the amended Councillor’s Fees, Expenses & Facilities Policy 

be placed on Public Exhibition for a period of 28 days with a further 
14 day period for submissions. 

 
2. That a report come to Council following the submission period for 

the policy to be adopted. 
 
REPORT 

To ensure transparency, accountability and community confidence it is 
important that Council officials observe their obligations in relation to the use 
of Council resources.  All Council officials must use Council resources 
ethically, effectively and carefully. 
 
Council resources must be used in accordance with the Local Government 
Act 1993, the Guidelines as issued by the Division of Local Government and 
the Councillor’s Fees, Expenses and Facilities Policy. 
 
CONSULTATION 
Consultation was held with the Manager – Governance, GIS/Property & 
Administration Team Leader and the Manager Technology, Information & 
Corporate Strategy. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Allocation of funding is available under the Local Democracy and Information 
Technology Budgets. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Summary of Changes. 
2. Draft Councillor’s Fees, Expenses & Facilities Policy. 
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