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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The purpose of this report is to update the Wollondilly Weed 
Management Strategy (May 2007) to be in accordance with changes in 
the Noxious Weeds Act 1993 and to assist Council in its delivery of 
weed control program within the Shire.  

 
 It is recommended that the new Wollondilly Weed Management 

Strategy 2016 – 2020 be adopted. 
 
REPORT 

BACKGROUND 
Weeds are invasive terrestrial and aquatic plants that are harmful to 
biodiversity, agricultural production and local industries such as tourism and 
recreation. Weed invasion has detrimental impacts on native plants, animals 
and their habitats, land productivity, livestock and human health through 
poisonous or irritating plants.  
 
In the Greater Sydney region there are over 140 recorded species of weeds 
and many of these are found in Wollondilly Shire. Some of the weeds are 
widespread across Wollondilly and others occur in low distributions. Weed 
spread is often caused by human activities. With the increasing pressure of 
population growth and housing development comes more demand for 
infrastructure corridors, clearing of native vegetation, soil disturbance, nutrient 
rich stormwater runoff and associated impacts that encourage the 
establishment of weed growth in the landscape.  
 
Wollondilly is rich in a variety of natural landscapes, native species and 
ecological communities mostly located within public open spaces and high 
conservation reserves including part of the Greater Blue Mountains World 
Heritage Area.  
 
The headwaters of three major river catchments (the Wollondilly, Nepean and 
Georges Rivers) are located in Wollondilly as well as the Special Protection 
Area surrounding Lake Burragorang which is the main reservoir for Sydney’s 
water supply. Over half of Wollondilly is either within a conservation reserve or 
sensitive water catchment land. In other parts of Wollondilly productive 
agricultural land provides locally grown food for the Sydney basin.  
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These natural areas, waterways and agricultural lands are some of 
Wollondilly’s most precious and significant “assets”. Effective management of 
weeds is an important element in maintaining these assets for our current and 
future communities. 
 
REPORT 
The need for the effective management of weeds in the Shire for the 
protection of our natural assets and economically important lands is the 
guiding rationale behind this strategy to prioritise and effectively control 
weeds.  
 
Wollondilly Council’s role is to effectively manage weeds on public land and 
waterways as well as advising the community how to control weeds in areas 
of private ownership. Council also works in cooperation with neighbouring 
councils and relevant government agencies to manage weeds along the 
boundaries of national parks reserves, water catchment lands, waterways and 
transport corridors.   
 
The Weed Management Strategy has been reviewed and amended to reflect 
changes in State reporting models as well as amendment to the Amendments 
to the Noxious Weeds Act 1993.  
 
The draft Weed Management Strategy articulates Wollondilly Council’s 
approach to managing priority weeds and working with other landholders 
across all land tenures. 
 
CONSULTATION 
Consultation undertaken with the Sydney Regional Weeds Committee. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
There are no direct financial implication of adopting the Strategy as it sets out 
the priorities, actions and programs that Council will undertake for the 
management of weeds within existing budget allocations.  
 
Budget considerations will be managed as a part of the annual budgeting 
cycle.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Wollondilly Shire Weed Management Strategy 2016 - 2020  
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Wollondilly Shire Weed Management Strategy 2016 - 2020 be 
adopted. 
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